A recent assessment of cocoa and pesticides in Brazil: an unhealthy blend for plantation workers.
Cocoa is the major source of income for the Brazilian state of Bahia and some 2.3 million people rely on the crop for their livelihood. Most cocoa is grown on large plantations where working conditions are often extremely poor. Few workers using pesticides on plantations, or on small-holdings, have had instruction about safe working practices. Protective clothing is rarely available. The result is frequent complaints about health. None of this likely to improve in the short term given Brazil's perilous economic situation.